URBAN FOOD POLICY FORUM | February 12, 2026

Regulating Ultra-processed Foods: Lessons from
San Francisco and Beyond

About the Guest Speakers and Moderator

Opening Remarks:

Nicholas Freudenberg is
Distinguished Professor
Emeritus of Public Health at
the CUNY School of Public
Health and the founding
director and now senior
faculty fellow at the CUNY
Urban Food Policy Institute.
His previous book was At What Cost Modern
Capitalism and the Future of Health (2022) and his
forthcoming (September 2026) book is Fighting for
New York Health and Social Justice Activism since the
1960s.

Guest Panelists:

David Chiu is the 15th City
Attorney of San Francisco.
David Chiu leads one of the
nation’s top municipal law
offices, providing legal
counsel to the Mayor, the
Board of Supervisors, and
over 100 city departments
and boards. Previously, David served seven years in
the California State Legislature and six years as
President of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors —
the first Asian American to hold each position and
author of 185 state and local laws.

Under David’s leadership, his office secured a $350
million opioid settlement against the opioid industry,
successfully fought to keep open California’s largest
skilled nursing facility, recovered tens of millions for
wage theft victims, held tobacco and fossil fuel
companies accountable, and shut down 11 of the
world’s largest websites distributing Al-generated
nonconsensual pornography. The City Attorney
recently announced a first-of-its-kind lawsuit against
some of the nation’s largest ultra-processed food
manufacturers for creating a public health crisis
through product engineering and targeted
marketing.

Before entering elected office, David worked as a civil
rights attorney, criminal prosecutor, Democratic
Counsel to the U.S. Senate Constitution
Subcommittee, federal appellate law clerk, and co-
founder of a public affairs technology company. The
son of immigrants, he received his undergraduate
and master’s in public policy and law degrees from
Harvard.
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Jennifer L. Pomeranz is a
public health lawyer and
Associate Professor at the
School of Global Public
Health at New  York
University. Her research
focuses on public health law
and policy with a focus on the
food environment. She is the first author of the
textbook Public Health Law in Practice and the
author of Food Law for Public Health, both published
by Oxford University Press. Ms. Pomeranz has
published over one-hundred articles in the leading
peer review journals and has served on health and
food-related advisory committees for New York City
and non-profit organizations and was a member of
an ad hoc Committee of the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. She earned her
Juris Doctorate from Cornell Law School and Master
of Public Health from the Harvard School of Public
Health.

Mikateko Mafuyekais the
Legal Advisor for Africa at the
Global Health Advocacy
Incubator. She is an admitted
legal practitioner in the High
Court of South Africa and has
] previously worked in the
Presidency, Wits School of Public Health as a Senior
Researcher and Public Health lawyer. She has also
held positions as a practicing legal practitioner and
Law lecturer. She has an LLB and LLM from the
University of Pretoria. Her work is in Law, policy, and
health analysis.

Moderator:

Dr. Jennifer Cadenhead, an
assistant professor at the
CUNY Graduate School of
Public Health and Health

Policy and registered
Y dietitian nutritionist,
conducts behavioral

nutrition science to advance health equity through
food policy. Her work focuses on diet patterns,
particularly ultra-processed foods consumption, and
health. She also studies school meal policies and
dietary behaviors to promote nutrition security and
mitigate chronic disease, with an emphasis on
underserved communities. She seeks to provide
critical insights through translating research for
community members, advocates, educators and
policy makers.
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URBAN FOOD POLICY FORUM | February 12, 2026
Regulating Ultra-processed Foods: Lessons from

San Francisco and Beyond

About the forum: The CUNY Urban Food Policy Institute is hosting an online forum event on February 12,
2026, from 2:00-3:30 PM ET, examining the high-profile lawsuit brought by the City of San Francisco against
manufacturers of ultra-processed foods and its broader implications for public health policy. Featuring legal,
public health, and policy experts, the forum will explore how litigation may shape future approaches to
regulating ultra-processed foods at the local, national, and global levels. The discussion will consider
accountability, regulatory authority, and lessons from related policy efforts in the United States and
internationally. The event will be moderated by CUNY SPH Professor Dr. Jen Cadenhead and will include San
Francisco City Attorney David Chiu, Professor Jennifer Pomeranz (NYU), and Mikateko Mafuyeka (GHAI).
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