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Additional Resources:

cunyurbanfoodpolicy.orgsph.cuny.edu

School meals are an important source of nutrition for the approximately 1.1 million students who attend New York City’s
public schools, especially for those students who come from very low-income households. Since the 2017-2018 academic year,
New York City has adopted universal free school lunch throughout the city’s more than 1,000 public elementary, middle and
high schools. Despite the provision of free lunch (and free breakfast which has been available since the 2003-2004 academic
year), the rate of childhood food insecurity in New York City tends to be higher than the overall NYC population, and school
meal participation rates vary significantly from school to school, even within the same district and in areas of high potential
need.

In this session, participants will hear from researchers at CUNY Urban Food Policy Institute and invited guests, including
community advocates and students, on how data from NYC Open Data were used to develop a dashboard prototype to
visualize school meal participation rates in NYC’s public schools. The prototype was developed as part of a larger project to
visualize aspects of food insecurity, in collaboration with a wide range of academic, government, and non-profit experts.
Participants who attend this session will also hear from a range of individuals with varying perspectives on factors influencing
participation and discuss how we can utilize this information to better support initiatives to increase school meal participation.

Poppendieck, J. (2011). Free for all: Fixing school food in America (Vol. 28). Univ of California Press.

Watts, A., Araiza, A. L., Fernández, C. R., Rosenthal, L., Vargas-Rodriguez, I., Duroseau, N., ... & Rieder, J. (2021). The Campaign for 
Universal Free Lunch in New York City: Lessons Learned. Pediatrics, 148(4). 
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/148/4/e2020049734/181276/The-Campaign-for-Universal-Free-Lunch-in-New-
York

Community Food Advocates (March 2023) Cafeteria Enhancement Experience, 
https://www.communityfoodadvocatesnyc.org/_files/ugd/8d9e40_848e31c28197440a848cb75ee992662e.pdf

2019 School Food Report LL215, https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Education/2019-School-Food-Report-LL215/biv6-d9zt

2018-2021 Daily Attendance by School, https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Education/2018-2021-Daily-Attendance-by-School/xc44-2jrh

2018-2019 School Demographic Snapshot, https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Education/2018-2019-School-Demographic-
Snapshot/45j8-f6um

Local Law 2017/215, Requiring the DOE to provide data related to student participation in meals provided by the dept in school, 
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2271076&GUID=A0E072EA-7881-49BF-BC54-AB2E23A8EBF3

Koch PA, Wolf RL, Trent RJ, Guerra LA. School Transformation after Redesign of 3 Cafeterias (STARCafé). Health Behavior and Policy 
Review. 2020;7(4):345-357. https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/psp/hbpr/2020/00000007/00000004/art00006

Ilieva, R.T., Cohen, N., & Ng, Y. (2023) (Guest Eds.) CUNY Urban Food Policy Monitor – “Visualizing Food Systems to Guide Future
Urban Food Policy: The Role of Open Data and Dashboards”, https://cunyurbanfoodpolicy.org/news/2023/01/31/cuny-urban-
food-policy-monitor-visualizing-food-systems-to-guide-future-urban-food-policy-the-role-of-open-data-and-dashboards/

Thorpe, L. E., & Gourevitch, M. N. (2022). Data dashboards for advancing health and equity: proving their promise?. American 
journal of public health, 112(6), 889-892. https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2022.306847

Gleeson, J., Kitchin, R., & McCarthy, E. (2022). Dashboards and public health: the development, impacts, and lessons from the Irish 
government COVID-19 dashboards. American Journal of Public Health, 112(6), 896-899, 
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2022.306848

Dasgupta, N., & Kapadia, F. (2022). The future of the public health data dashboard. American journal of public health, 112(6), 886-
888., https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2022.306871

Morgan, K., & Sonnino, R. (2013). Rethinking school food: the power of the public plate. In State of the World 2010 (pp. 69-74). 
Routledge.

Public Plate Report Working Group. The Public Plate in New York City: A Guide to Institutional Meals. New York City Food Policy 
Center at Hunter College, 2014. https://cunyurbanfoodpolicy.org/resources/report/the-public-plate-in-new-york-city/

Koch, P., McCarthy, J., Raffel, C., Gray, H. L., & Guerra, L. A. (2020). Expanding and enhancing food and nutrition education in New 
York City public schools: An examination of program characteristics and distribution. Nutrients, 12(8), 2423.
https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6643/12/8/2423
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