
URBAN FOOD POLICY FORUM | DECEMBER 10, 2020

What to Expect in Washington, D.C.? Opportunities for Healthier 
and More Equitable Federal Food Policy over the Next Four Years

About the Speakers:

Rev. Dr. Heber Brown, III serves as pastor of Pleasant Hope Baptist Church in Baltimore, 
Maryland and is the Founding Executive Director of the Black Church Food Security 
Network (BCFSN) – a national association of congregations using their land, assets and 
relationships with Black farmers to co-create Black-led food systems. Dr. Brown is the 
recipient of numerous awards including the Ella Baker Freedom Fighter Award and The 
Afro American Newspaper’s “25 Under 40 Emerging Black History Leaders” award. In 
2011, Urbanite Magazine identified him as one of the “Change Makers of Baltimore 
City." In 2013; he received a $10,000 Fellowship Award from The Beatitudes Society who 
identified him as one of eight leading young progressive Faith leaders in the country. In 

2016, Grist.Org named him among innovators, organizers, and visionaries as one of "The 50 People You'll Be 
Talking About This Year."  In 2018, Baltimore Magazine named him a Visionary of the City and the Baltimore City 
Office of Civil Rights presented him with their Food Justice Award.  In 2019, he received the coveted Emerging 
Leaders Award from the Claneil Foundation which brought with it a $250,000 investment in the work of the Black 
Church Food Security Network. 

 
Josh Kellermann joined the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union (RWDSU) 
in 2017 as the Director of Public Policy. Josh first connected with the labor movement 
in 2001 as an organizer at PCUN, Oregon’s farmworker union. Josh then went back to 
school and earned a Law degree and a Masters in International Studies from the 
University of Oregon. He worked in 2009 as a fellow at the World Resources Institute 
in Washington, D.C. in the Equity and Poverty Department. From 2010-2017, Josh 
worked as a Senior Researcher and Policy Analyst at ALIGN, an affiliate of Jobs with 
Justice and the Partnership for Working Families, based in NYC. Josh is excited to be at 

the RWDSU where he can combine his legal, research, and organizing skills to advance pro-worker policies. 
 
James A. Parrott is Director of Economic and Fiscal Policies at the Center for New York 
City Affairs at The New School. Parrott’s recent research focuses on the ongoing 
economic impact of the Covid-19 crisis in New York City, and an analysis of the 
magnitude of gig and other low-paid independent contract work in New York State. 
Parrott co-authored, along with UC Berkeley’s Michael Reich, the policy analysis report 
supporting the first-in-the-nation minimum pay standard for app-dispatched drivers in 
New York City and a similar study for the City of Seattle. Other recent work includes an 
account of how starting pay salary parity was achieved last year in NYC’s early childhood 

education sector and an analysis of NYS’s workers’ compensation system. He also recently served on the New 
York City Advisory Commission on Property Tax Reform. His reports can be accessed at www.centernyc.org, his 
email is: JamesParrott@newschool.edu   
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• Black Church Food Security Network Homepage: https://blackchurchfoodsecurity.net

• Dr. Monica M. White, Freedom Farmers: Agricultural Resistance and the Black Freedom Movement, Chapel Hill, 
University of North Carolina Press, 2018, http://monicamariewhite.com/freedom-farmers/

• McKnight J, Kretzmann J. Building Communities from the Inside Out: A Path toward Finding and Mobilizing a 
Community’s Assets; Asset-Based Community Development Institute. Institute for Policy Research, 
Northwestern University: Evanston, IL, USA. 1993. 

• Nembhard JG. Collective Courage: A History of African American Cooperative Economic Thought and Practice. 
Penn State Press; 2014. https://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-06216-7.html

• Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union (RWDSU) Homepage: https://www.rwdsu.info/

• Article on poultry slaughter line-speed: https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/527816-dangerously-
fast-slaughter-speeds-are-putting-animals-and-people

• Article on a COVID-related lawsuit filed against Tyson: https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2020/11/18/lawsuit-
tyson-managers-bet-money-on-how-many-workers-would-contract-covid-19/

• Center for New York City Affairs, COVID-19 Economic Impact, http://www.centernyc.org/covid19-economic-
impact

• Freudenberg N., Nestle M., A Call for a National Agenda for a Healthy, Equitable, and Sustainable Food System. 
American Journal of Public Health, 2020; e1-e3, 
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305926

Additional Resources:
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About the Moderator:

Nicholas Freudenberg is Director of the CUNY Urban Food Policy Institute and
Distinguished Professor of Public Health at the CUNY School of Public Health and
Health Policy. His research and scholarship focuses on diet-related chronic diseases,
urban health, the evaluation of complex urban interventions, and the role of the food
industry in health and disease. For 30 years he has assisted NYC organizations to plan,
implement, and evaluate policies, programs, and advocacy campaigns to improve
community health and reduce health inequities, and he was the co-founder, with Janet
Poppendieck, of the NYC Food Policy Center at Hunter College. He holds a PhD and a
Masters degree in Health Policy and Management from the Columbia University School
of Public Health.
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